
AAU Meeting held at the University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd, on Friday 9th March 
2012

Apologies: Chris  Toomer (UWE),  John Farley (AAU President),  Nigel  Moss (Health and 
Safety  Laboratory),  Simon  Prince  (City),  Paul  Hogan  (London  Metropolitan),  Mike  West 
(Coventry),  Mike  Jacobs  (Emeritus,  Birmingham),  Paul  Bailey  (RAeS),  Costas  Soutis 
(Sheffield), Moji Moatamedi (Narvik), Carol Featherston (Cardiff)

Present: Zahid Baig (Glamorgan), Mike Clee (Swansea), Mark Eaton (Cardiff), Alex Chong 
(Glamorgan), Andrew Lewis (Hertfordshire), Alison McMillan (Glamorgan), Thurai Rahulan 
(Salford),  Yvonne Ward (Department  of  Business,  Innovation and Skills),  Stephen Wright 
(Leeds).

Introduction

Alex Chong welcomed everyone to Glamorgan University.  Thurai  thanked Glamorgan for 
hosting the meeting.

Minutes from Previous Meeting of 28  th   October 2011  

The minutes were accepted.

Matters Arising

Business  card  template.  It  was  noted  that  the  AAU  now  has  a  second  website 
www.theaau.org  to  reflect  the  fact  that  membership  is  not  exclusive  to  the  UK.  The 
www.aau.ac.uk website is being retained.

Inventory  of  Assets.  All  AAU  banners  are  accounted  for,  with  Thurai  Rahulan,  Simon 
Prince, Paul Hogan and Chris Toomer in possession of one each. It was noted that the rear 
rod from the fourth banner has been replaced and that Mike has investigated options for 
producing ‘personalised’ AAU banners. Sheffield have now got an AAU banner with their 
logo on it which they will use at their own University events and their Farnborough stand. 

Multiphysics  Conference. Four  aerodynamics-related  papers  were  presented  at  the 
Multiphysics conference in Barcelona. For future conferences, one session will be devoted to 
Aerodynamics. The AAU sponsors the conference (though not financially) and Thurai is one 
of the conference directors.

October Event. Thurai gave the background to the John Barnes Trophy, for which there is a 
first  prize  of  £500 with  two  runner-up prizes  of  £300.  Students  submit  individual  project 
dissertations and are invited to give a presentation. Individual projects may be at MSc, BEng, 
BSc and MEng (penultimate or  final  year)  level.  It  was agreed that this event  should be 
expanded into an all-day student conference which might attract more entries. There may 
then be less time for a Committee meeting, although the AGM is usually quite short.
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House of Commons Dinner. On hold at present. However, it was suggested that the AAU 
could benefit from the experience of the West of England Aerospace Forum which has held 
such events at Parliament. Another possibility is a joint House of Commons event between 
the AAU and regional aerospace trade organisations.

Action: Yvonne  ward  to  investigate  these  possibilities,  to  include  costs  and  timings  of 
regional trade organisation events.

AAU Bursary. Professor Soutis had raised the idea of funding an annual bursary of £1000 or 
£2000 (depending on income levels) to support one or more university entrants at member 
departments,  studying  a  suitable  aerospace  undergraduate  degree  programme.  The 
committee  agreed  in  principle  that  this  was  a  worthy  project,  and  agreed  to  investigate 
options. The Treasurer stated that a bursary of £1000 per annum would be sustainable. The 
outcome of Simon Prince’s inquiries with SETNET are awaited.

Action:  All AAU members are invited to suggest criteria for the annual award of an AAU 
bursary. 

JB Trophy certificate design. A draft wording and design for a certificate of achievement 
for  winners  and  runners-up  was  tabled  by  Thurai,  and  was  agreed  by  those  present. 
However, some further investigation was agreed, as certificate designs are available from 
various sources.

Action: Steve Wright to investigate sample certificate lay-outs available from retailers such 
as Staples.

Action: Andy Lewis to confirm winner of JB Trophy in 2008. (Confirmed as Andy Knight from 
London  Metropolitan  University  –  see minutes  of  meeting  held  on 31st October  2008  at 
Filton).

Survey of Test Facilities. It was noted that the survey of UK wind tunnel test facilities is now 
published on the AAU website. The RAeS has a copy, and Mr. David Willets, the Minister for 
Universities and Science has an abridged copy. It was noted that Simon Prince had been 
instrumental in installing Wind Tunnels formerly belonging to City University at Narvik.

Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer reported that a number of members had yet to pay the 2011-12 subscriptions 
but that reminders had been sent. It is possible that a number of contacts details may have 
become out of date in the case of a number of universities.

Action: Thurai  and  Andy  Lewis  to  contact  universities  where  contact  details  may need 
updating.

Action: Yvonne  to  advise  who  might  be  a  suitable  contact  at  Farnborough  College  of 
Technology.

Any Other Business

Yvonne said that the Aerospace Growth Partnership - the government and aerospace group 
set up to tackle issues affecting the competitiveness of the sector - will present its preliminary 
findings at the Farnborough Airshow. She will keep the AAU informed of developments.

She also drew attention to a number of funding sources/opportunities. These include:

 The regional growth fund. Bids for funding may be University led – details on the 
website www.bis.gov.uk/rgf.
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 The  Advanced  Manufacturing  Supply  Chain  Initiative  –  see  the  TSB website  for 
details.

 Local Enterprise Partnerships (these have replaced the RDAs).
 Aerospace Local Engagement Group, which includes University representation.
 National Aerospace and Defence Sector Strategy Group – chaired by Mark Stewart 

from Airbus Filton.

FI 2012 was discussed. Since 2006, the AAU has shared a stand with the SBAC/ADS, and 
has not needed to pay for a stand. Universities have also had their own individual stands with 
ADS  support  at  the  most  recent  events.  It  was  agreed  that  the  AAU  should  still  be 
represented in its own right and on behalf of all member universities. The cost of a stand was 
anticipated to be £3500, to be located specifically in the marquee for educational institutions. 
Thurai said that Ruth Mallors (Director of the Aerospace KTN) was keen that the AAU be 
represented.

It was noted that FI 2012 runs from 9th to 15th July with 9th to 12th being trade days and 13th to 
15th being public days. July 12th will  be International Youth day. FI 2012 will be discussed 
further at the next AAU meeting.

On behalf of the AAU, Thurai thanked Glamorgan University for hosting this meeting.

Showcasing of Glamorgan Research and Teaching Activities

Professor  Steven  Wilcox  gave  an  overview  of  Engineering  programmes  offered  at 
Glamorgan  University  together  with  key  research  areas  within  the  Faculty  of  Advanced 
Technology.  Alex  Chong  presented  on-going  work  on  damage  detection  in  composite 
structures and Professor Alison McMillan gave an overview of research plans in Aerospace 
Engineering.

On behalf  of  the AAU, Thurai  again thanked the University of  Glamorgan for hosting the 
meeting and for the presentations.

There then followed the visit to GE Aircraft Engine Services at Nantgarw. Thanks are due to 
Jeff Kennelly and Rhys Williams for their hospitality.

Next Meeting

The next meeting, together with the Universities’ Seminar by the RAeS’s Flight Simulation 
Group will be held on 3rd April 2011 at Sheffield University.
 

Andy Lewis
23.03.12
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